
 
March 1, 2017 
 
Dear SB 553 Workgroup Members and Interested Parties, Thank you for your patience as the 
Department responds to questions posed during the SB 553 public meetings.  Following are responses to 
some of the questions posed by SB 553 Workgroup Members, along with attachments, to inform the 
continued SB 553 dialog.  Respectfully, Deb Scheetz 
 
 
Q: What is the reason for stable number of CFI clients? Demand?  Budget constraints? 
The stable number of CFI clients is a reflection of demand.  There is no waitlist. 
 
Q: Because of the expenditure limitations, when you got a rate increase for skilled nursing, if caps not 
lifted, how do rates increase and expenditures caps relate?  A concern would be that fewer services 
get delivered because the newer, higher reimbursement would squeeze out services previously 
subsidized by low wages. 
The 80 percent rule in statute does not operate as a cap on expenditures per se  –  expenditures in 
excess of 80 percent simply trigger a second round of review in the approval process in order for the 
Department to make sure the expenses are reasonable. 
 
F/U Q: Was money left on the table? 
As you can see on the attached CFI Utilization worksheet, Class line 506 had a surplus of $101,209.72 & 
Class line 529 had a surplus of $233,503.68.  HB1 footnote for accounting unit 5942 is attached.  Please 
note the following partial sentence:  “To the extent that rates paid to providers in said classes are less 
than rates established by the department, any balance remaining….” The bolded area refers to NF rates 
only because the rate we pay them is lower than the full rate set, during the rate setting process, due to 
the budget neutral factor (BNF).  Currently, the CFI rates that are set are also paid out.  There is no BNF. 
 
Q:  Can you provide me with an update of the CFI utilization of home health services by unit?  This info 
was shared with the legislature by Sheri Rockburn during the SB 8 Conference Committee in June, 
2015.  Here’s what I have: 

o   CFI Skilled Nursing Visits:  SFY 2012 = 41,140; 2013 = 39,083; 2014 = 38,556; Projected 
2015 = 37,866 

o   Home Health Aide “Visits”: (Less than 2 hours) SF 2012 = 64,789; 2013 = 56,490; 2014 = 
51,332; Projected 2015 =46,650 

o   Home Health Aide 15-minute units (for visits of 2 hours or more)  SFY 2012 = 
541,576;  2013 = 430,220; 2014 = 433,825;  Projected 2015 = 439,741 

o   Can you confirm 2015 and provide data for SFY 2016?  

o   Do you have similar data for Personal Care Service Provider visits and Homemaker 
Visits for the same years?  

Q:   Can you provide me with the actual expenditures for SFY 16 for BEAS Budget Item 5942, Class  506 
(Home Support Services) and Class 529 (Home Health Care Waiver Services)? 
Please see the attachments. 
 
 


